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Church growth 
event returns
A NATIONAL inititative 
that helps churches to reach 
out to their communities has 
proved so successful that it is 
being organised for the Oxford 
Diocese for the second time. 

Leading Your Church 
into Growth (LYCIG) saw 
100 people learn about how 
churches can better reach out to 
people, helping congregations 
grow both in size and in 
spiritual depth, during the first 
four-day conference in 2011. 
Now the Diocesan missions’ 
team is inviting leadership 
teams from churches across 
Oxfodshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire to take part 
in a second LYCIG in April 
2013. 

 The Revd Margot Hodson, 
Priest-in-Charge of the 
Haddenham with Cuddington 
and Kingsey and Aston 
Sandford Benefice, said the 
first LYCIG helped her take 
a step back and look at her 
priorities in terms of growth. 

She said: “It helped me 
realise what I was doing was on 
track, and to understand why I 
was doing it and that was really 
helpful.”

Since LYCIG Margot has seen 
her parishes continue to grow, 
with the help of a ministry team 
consisting of a curate and a host 
of lay people. “It’s essentially 
the generosity of people with 

their time and resources that is 
helping us lead churches into 
growth situations.” 

Margot’s initiatives have 
included a Youth Café which 
is run with the help of the 
Aylesbury Youth For Christ. 
(See the May 2012 Door for 
more on Youth Cafés.) There 
is also a lot of work going on 
specifically in Haddenham for 
older people and a breakfast 
club in one of the benefice’s 
smaller churches is continuing 
to provide a meeting point for 
young families.  

“One of the challenges 
is finding ways for people to 
connect that doesn’t involve 
them going to a home group 
each week. That’s a lot, 
especially for young families, 
and we are trying to build more 
informal networks.” 

The Revd Toby Wright, Team 
Rector in the Witney Benefice, 
went along with the Church 
Army evangelist that works 
in his area. “It was absolutely 
great, filled with practical, 
sensible, applicable stuff. 

“It was great to be with a 
bunch of people who are 
exploring how you enable 
churches to grow and above all 
it was tremendous fun which is 
always good at a conference.” 
He said the conference helped 
him think about where he 
should focus his energy, and 

CHRIST Church Cathedral, Oxford, has shown itself to be top 
of the class for educational visits by being awarded a Learning 
Outside the Classroom (LOtC) Quality Badge.  

The badge combines learning and safety into one award for 
all organisations providing educational opportunities for school 
pupils outside the classroom. The Revd Canon Ed Newell, Sub-
Dean of Christ Church, said: “The award for Learning Outside 
the Classroom is extremely good news as we seek to develop 
our work with schools. Over the past two years the number of 
schools coming to the Cathedral has doubled, and this award 
highlights the quality of experience that schools can expect when 
visiting Christ Church.” 

The Cathedral offers visits to all ages of school pupils, 
from five-year-olds through to sixth formers studying A Level 
Religious Education. Dressing up experiences, power point 
presentations and tours are on offer as well as philosophy 
seminars from the Cathedral’s Canon Professors. 

For more information email jim.godfrey@chch.ox.ac.uk 
hannah.stammers@chch.ox.ac.uk or call 01865 286003.

Cathedral is ‘top of the class’

Pupils From Christ Church Cathedral School get to dress up during an 
educational visit. Photograph: KT Bruce

by Jo Duckles

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE
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‘Is not life more than food 
and the body more than 
clothing?’

Prayer and Reflection
Remember, remember...

The idea that good may come 
out of evil, and that self-
sacrifice can bring liberation, 
are two basic paradoxes 
that lie at the heart of many 

religions, writes Martyn Percy. And one 
of the stranger things about this time 
of year – when we remember all the 
saints, all the souls, and all the fallen of 
the wars –  is the way in which we are all 
gathered up into acts of remembrance 
that underline how death can also be the 
bearer of life.  And that light is only truly 
appreciated when the darkness begins to 
cover us.

This is partly why remembering is 
so vital in our time. In an age of rapid 
consumerism and short-term solutions, 
we do well to dwell on what it means 
to remember, and why this might be 
important not so much for our past, as 
for our present and future.  Of course, 
remembering is at the heart of the 
gospel: ‘do this in remembrance of me’ 
are among the last words Jesus utters to 
his disciples before his crucifixion.  And 
‘Lord, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom’ are amongst the last 

words uttered to Jesus on the cross.  
But remembrance is not merely fond 

or regretful recollection.  It is, rather, 
a deeper mystery in which the past, 
present and future become bound 
up together.  When we remember, 
we re-member, in the sense that we 
re-assemble and recall.  We bring out 

of the past and into the present those 
people whom we have loved and lost; 
those whom we still love, yet see no 
longer; those to whom we owe a debt, 
yet cannot pay – or thank enough.

Re-membering, then, is not 
merely making sure we don’t forget.  
Re-membering is, rather, the opposite 
of dismembering.  To dismember is to 
take apart; it is a destructive act, pulling 
apart something that should be held 
together.  In contrast, re-membering 
is putting something together that was 
already a whole, but had come apart.  

So when the thief says on the cross to 
Jesus ‘remember me…’, he is not trying 
to jog Jesus’ mind.  He is instead saying 
‘re-make’ me; ‘re-create’ the me that 
should be together – but this time as the 
whole person that God intends.

Remembrance, then, is not an act 
that simply brings out memories of the 
past into the present. It is, rather, an 
invitation every year to re-make and 
re-new the world. By recalling, we are 
asking God to re-shape our lives; to be 
refashioned, re-made and re-deemed. 
To be re-membered as individuals, as a 

society, as a country and as nations. To 
come together like this, in simple acts 
of worship, and to pray, be silent and 
recall, is in a real sense to build on the 
dedication and self-sacrifice of the past 
– for the present, and for the shaping of 
our future.

Our memories then, perhaps assume 
a greater importance at this time of year 
than at others. For we recall not only 
acts of heroism, and tragedy, but also 
the unexpected moments that we can’t 
fully explain. Why one lives and another 
dies; how we managed this or that; what 
it was like when it all seemed to be over.  
One of the great services historians have 
performed for us in recent years is a 
re-engagement with the ordinary stories 
of ordinary soldiers, fighting for their 
lives, their colleagues and kinsmen, and 
their countries.  They are profound in 
their simplicity.

So, in remembrance and gratitude, we 
give thanks for God’s graciousness. We 
give thanks for all those who have gone 
before us. As St Francis de Sales said, ‘do 
not look forward to what might happen 
tomorrow; the same Everlasting Father 
who cares for you today will take care 
of you tomorrow and every day.  Either 
He will shield you from suffering or He 
will give you unfailing strength to bear 
it.  Be at peace, then, and put aside all 
anxious thoughts and imaginings’. The 
Revd Canon Prof Martyn Percy is Principal 
of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 

‘...the past, present and 
future become bound up 
together.’  

‘...by recalling, we are 
asking God to re-shape our 
lives...’

 
 November prayer diary 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, 
about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. [1 Thessalonians 4: 13-14] 

SUNDAY 4: Aston and Cuddesdon Deanery: Area Dean Sue 
Booys, Associate Area Dean John Kinchin-Smith, lay chair Simon 
Richards, secretary Lee Dennis, treasurer Michael Powell. The 
people, PCCs, churchwardens and volunteers in the deanery. 
 
SUNDAY 11: REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY:  We pray for all 
those who have died in the service of their country, and those 
they leave behind. In particular today we remember those 
serving in Afghanistan. 
 
SUNDAY 18: Bradfield Deanery: Area Dean Will 
Watts, lay chair Christopher Newman, secretary 
Kevin Lovell, treasurer Margaret Davey. The people, 
PCCs, churchwardens and volunteers in the deanery.   
 
SUNDAY 25: Buckingham Deanery: Area Dean Ron 
Bundock, lay chair Georgie Christopher, treasurer Paul 
Cresswell, ecumenical representative Philip Derbyshire. The 
people, PCCs, churchwardens and volunteers in the Deanery. 

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

THUR 1 Benson: clergy John Burrell, 
David Gifford. Benson VC School. 
 
FRI 2 Chalgrove with Berrick Salome: 
clergy Ian Cohen. LLM  Bob Heath-Whyte. 
 
SAT 3 Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant 
and Crowell: clergy John Kinchin-Smith. 
LLM David Bartlett. Aston Rowant VC 
and Chinnor St Andrew’s VC Schools. 
 
MON 5 Dorchester Team Ministry 
(including Warborough): clergy Sue 
Booys, Caroline King, Ros Latham, 
Anne Ilsley, David Haylett, David Cleugh, 
Hannah Cleugh. Team lay chair Jennifer 
Morton. LLMs Roger Cutts, Edna 
Strange. Dorchester St Birinus VC, 
Clifton Hampden VC, Culham Parochial 
VC, Long Wittenham VC, Marsh Baldon 
VC and Warborough VA Schools. 
 
TUE 6 Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin and 
Cuxham with Easington: clergy Jonathan 
Meyer. LLM Gavin Wood.

WED 7 Great Milton with Little Milton and 
Great Haseley: clergy Victor Story. Great 
Milton VC, Little Milton VC Schools.

THUR 8 Icknield: clergy Christopher 
Evans, Angie Paterson.

FRI 9 Thame Team Ministry: clergy Alan 
Garratt, Ian Mountford, Peter Waterson, 
Paul Chamberlain, Graham Choldcroft. 
LLMs Geoffrey Rushman, Mike Thompson, 
Norman Lilley. Family and children’s worker 
Carole Galvin. Lewknor VC School.

SAT 10 Army chaplains: Lee Gandiya 
(Dalton Barracks); Stephen Thatcher 
(Arborfield); Paul Wright, Dave Crees 
(Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst); 
Jonathan Gough (St David’s, Graven Hill); 
Dowell Conning (Combermere Barracks). 

MON 12 RAF Chaplains: The Ven. 
Ray Pentland (Chaplain in Chief); Nick 
Barry, Jonathan Chaffey, Ashley Mitchell, 
Jonathan Beach, Nicholas Heron; Jan 
Taylor, Glyn Williams, Stephen Lamond, 
Andrew McMullon. All those working at 
the Defence Academy, Shrivenham. 

TUE 13 Wheatley Team Ministry: clergy 
Nigel Hawkes, Emma Pennington, Andrew 
Pritchard-Keens, Mark Chapman. LLMs 
Richard Bainbridge, Marian Brown, Albert 
Eastham, John Baker, Lucy Betts. 

WED 14 Aldermaston and Woolhampton: 
clergy Becky Bevan, Des Foote. LLM 
Hanslip Long. Brimpton VC, Woolhampton 
VA, and Aldermaston VC Schools. 

THUR 15 Basildon with Aldworth 
and Ashampstead: clergy Will Watts. 
LLMs Margaret Davey, Jonathan 
Sandbach. Basildon VC School. 

FRI 16 Bradfield and Stanford Dingley: 
clergy Julian Gadsby, Rosemary Green, 
Raymond Obin, Lyn Bliss. Bradfield VA 
School.

SAT 17 Bucklebury: clergy Julian Gadsby, 
Rosemary Green, Raymond Obin, Lyn 
Bliss. LLMs Michael Kerry, David Sammon. 
Bucklebury VC School.

MON 19 Burghfield (with Sulhamstead 
Abbots): clergy Gill Lovell, Anthony 

Peabody. LLM Kevin Lovell. Burghfield St 
Mary’s VC, Sulhamstead/Ufton Nervet VA 
Schools.

TUE 20 Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy Heather Parbury, Andrew 
Bond. LLM Emeritus Jennifer Nutt. 

WED 21 Purley: clergy David Archer, 
Andrew Mackie, Jean Rothery, Sally 
Robertson. Purley VC School.

THUR 22 Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West with Padworth: clergy 
Paul Chaplin. Mortimer St John’s VC and 
Mortimer St Mary’s VA Schools.

FRI 23 Theale and Englefield: clergy 
Ann Templeman, Peter Templeman. LLM 
Emeritus Chris Braddock. Theale VC and 
Englefield VA Schools.

SAT 24 Buckingham: clergy Will 
Pearson-Gee, Gussie Walsh, John King, 
Richard Rugg.  LLMs Sandra Cosby, Vicky 
Southby, Valerie Evans. Chackmore VC 
and Whaddon VC Schools. 

MON 26 Lenborough: clergy Ros 
Roberts, Kay Peck. Padbury VC School.

TUE 27 North Buckingham: clergy Hans 
Taling. LLM Margaret Culley. Akeley St 
James VC and Maids Moreton VC Schools.

WED 28 Stowe: clergy Ron Bundock

THU 29 West Buckingham: clergy Liz 
Simpson, Chris Carter. 

FRI 30 Modupe Adefala, chaplain at 
Campsfield House Immigration Centre.

Sundays

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

Photo: iStock
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News

£10m school 
rebuild takes 
shape

THE first new teaching rooms 
have been completed as part 
of the £10 million building 
programme at the Diocese 
of Oxford sponsored Chiltern 
Hills Academy in Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire. 
   The new music department 
and recording studio (pictured 
above) opened at the start of 
this term and a new sports hall, 
changing rooms and sixth form 
centre will open to students 
in April 2013. Phase three of 
the building will be finished by 
next September, with a dining 
area and library area as well as 
classrooms for humanities and 
additional car parking. 

Bible translators 
on the move
THE Buckinghamshire based 
Wycliffe Bible Translators have 
announced that they will be 
moving to Redcliffe College in 
Gloucester in summer 2013. 

The Translators work 
translating the Bible and 
bringing literacy to hard-to-reach 
communities across the globe 
was featured in last month’s 
edition of the Door.  

They have been based in 
Horsleys Green, near High 
Wycombe for the last 40 years. 
See www.wycliffe.org.uk to find 
out more.

Remembrance 
church gets grant
BRIZE Northon’s ‘Aghanistan 
remembrance’ has been given 
a share of a £322,000 grant 
award.
   St Britius in Brize Norton, 
which is used for private prayer 
and reflection in connection 
with the repatriation of the fallen 
servicemen from Afghanistan 
who are flown into RAF Brize 
Norton, will get £40,000 towards 
urgent porch repairs. 
   The Church of the Holy Cross 
in Slapton, Buckinghamshire, will 
get £32,000 towards the final 
phase of a restoration process. 
St Michael and All Angels in 
Leafield, Oxfordshire is to get 
£50,000 towards urgent repairs. 
St Michael’s is considered Sir 
George Gilbert Scots finest 
building in Oxfordshire, outside 
of Oxford.  

IN BRIEF

School celebrates 50th anniversary

Church growth event returns
ways in which boards within 

his churches can help each 
other with their own spiritual 
growth, and realise that church 
growth is demanding and clergy 
need to look after themselves.

Toby is planning to go to the 
2013 LYCIG and urged others 
to do the same. “I found it 
really useful and I love thinking 
about church growth. I was 

reminded of stuff that is good 
practice. It’s great that the 
diocese is doing it again and I 
hope that people will take the 
opportunity to go.”

The 2013 LYCIG is a 
residential conference taking 
place 15 to 18 April at High 
Leigh Conference Centre in 
Hertfordshire. To book email 
jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.
org or call 01865 208288.  

@To find out more see the national website:
www.leadingyourchurchintogrowth.org.uk

ONLINE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
Paws (or hiss) for thought

DOGS, cats, rabbits and even 
a snake all found their way to 
St Peter and St Paul’s Church 
in Olney, Buckinghamshire as 
pet lovers from neighbouring 
villages and beyond brought 
their animals to a special service 
of thanksgiving and praise.

   Held to mark the Feast 
of St Francis of Assisi, patron 
saint of animals, the service 
went off without a bite, a 
hiss or a snarl but with much 
barking accompaniment as 
the congregation sang If I Were 
a Butterfly, Who’s the King of the 
jungle? and Who put the colours 
in the rainbow? The lesson was 
St Francis’s famous sermon to 
the birds. 

Rector of Olney, the Revd 
Claire Wood introduced 
various animals including 
Sir Hiss, the snake, various 
dogs, guinea pigs, dwarf rabbits 
and other creatures including 
Molly, pictured above, who had 
been brought all the way from 
Hertfordshire.

Congregation members were 
also encouraged to bring soft toys 
and a life-sized stuffed gazelle 
took pride of place on the church 
pulpit. 

Claire said: “It was marvellous, 
we had a great variety of snakes, 
rats, cats, dogs and other animals.”

Claire explained to the 
congregation how efforts 
were being made to keep the 
churchyard as natural as possible  

to encourage wild flowers and 
small creatures to take up their 
abode in the sheltered nooks and 
crannies among the tombstones. 

The results were that she 
sometimes came into church to 
find a grass snake bathing in the 
patches of sunlight in the nave. 

At the end of the service Claire 
pronounced a blessing on the 
animals: “May Almighty God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless 
these animals and protect them 
from all thoughtlessness and 
cruelty, that with all creation they 
may praise and exalt him for ever. 
Amen.” The common concensus 
was that the service become an 
annual event. 

Above is Amy meeting Sir Hiss the baby boa constrictor and below is a 
more fluffy pet, Molly the dog. Photograph: Haydn Langley

THE autumn terms marks the start of the 50th anniversary 
of Adderbury’s Christopher Rawlins CE Primary School. 

Past teachers, pupils and governors were invited back 
to the school for a special exhibition of pictures and 
documents from the school’s archives. 

When the school opened on 5 September 1962, with 95 
pupils, it was the first time boys and girls were to be taught 
under the same roof as previously they had been in two 
separate buildings. 

Headteacher Mrs Rose McCready said: “The school 
community is very proud of our thriving and successful 
school. 

“We continue to provide a quality education for all our 
pupils, firmly based on a strong set of values which reflect 
the Christian foundation of the school.”

AN extravagant celebration 
marked a family weekend 
during the Bishop of Oxford’s 
recent visit to Kimberley and 
Kuruman.

He said: “It was a wonderful 

occasion, quite unlike anything 
you ever see in an English 
diocese “I presented an 
Oxford chalice and paten and 
they presented us with various 
souvenirs of the weekend. 

Celebrating are, from left, Bishop John, Bishop Ossie, Bishop Patrick 
and Archdeacon Karen. 

Celebrations in Kimberley and Kuruman
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Into the Word

woman alive September 27

This may feel more poignant when our path offers us 

more than one turn to choose from, when it is suddenly 

filled with obstacles, or seemingly cut short by a dead-end. 

Such confusion or disillusionment regarding the way 

forward often takes us to our knees as we seek God’s 

guidance on the matter. 

But the psalmist doesn’t differentiate between the good 

times and the difficult. Rather he teaches that God longs to 

guide us in the right way constantly.

• Is such humility a hallmark of your life or do you tend to 

rely on your own resources, initiative, opinions, 

understanding and so on? 

Trust
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Trust is paramount to following God’s guidance. If we do 

not trust God implicitly, we may be reluctant to follow. So 

before we can receive the promise, we may first need to 

readdress our knowledge of his love and faithfulness. 

• What ‘water’ is God asking you to walk on? Do you trust 

him enough to ‘step out of the boat’?

Furthermore, our “own understanding” can be a pitfall to 

even hearing God’s guidance. We easily make judgements 

about people and situations at face value, but things are not 

always as they appear on the surface. We don’t always 

know the background, complexity, driving forces and so 

on that result in situations being as they are. Nothing, 

however, is hidden from God. He is all-knowing and all-

understanding. 

• Are you quick to form opinions and so act on them, or 

are you willing to set them aside and seek guidance 

from God’s supreme understanding? 

Choice
“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, 

ask where the good way is, and walk in it …” (Jeremiah 

6:16a)
When we ask God to guide us, he will answer. But that 

answer may not always be quite what we want to hear. It 

may pinpoint certain motives of our hearts, or attitudes, 

lifestyles and behaviour that first need to be put right. 

Indeed, we may first have to choose to live out the basic 

guidelines of Scripture – the godly ways that our ancestors 

followed – in order that the promise of God’s further 

guidance will follow.

Furthermore, if we decide not to follow God’s guidance, 

we may find ourselves on an alternative path that leads to 

spiritual shipwreck (1 Timothy 1:19).

•  Have you taken a detour from God’s ways? Then bring 

this image to mind, ask again from God’s Word, “what 

is the right way to follow”, then choose to take that path. 

Peace
“… and you will find rest for your souls” (Jeremiah 6:16b).

Not only does God promise to guide us, but if we seek 

his guidance, trust it, and choose to live by it, there is a 

further promise: rest, peace, contentment, assurance and 

satisfaction. So if any of us are stressed or worried about 

the way forward, let’s look again at this promise, and 

choose the guidance God has for us.  ■

26 September woman alive 

Seek God’s promise
God has promised his guidance: he has given you his word – through 

guidelines in Scripture; through Jesus, the Word made flesh, and by his 

Spirit living within us. 

Read and reflect on Psalm 119, A devotion on the Word of God (NIV 

Study Bible), which guides us in God’s ways. It’s a long passage, so here 

are a few thoughts to get you started:

“You have laid down precepts …” (verses 4-5)

•�Do�you�ask�God�for�guidance�in�praye
r�when�his�answer�alread

y�awaits�

you in his Word? Principles, for example, on how to use your money, 

what to make your priorities, or how to respond to a person intent on 

causing you harm …?

•�God� does� not� want� us� t
o� feel� the� shame� that� the� psalmist� speaks 

of; and, through sincere confession and repentant living, nor do we 

have to. 

“I have hidden your Word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 

(verse 11)
•�It�may�be�helpful�to�think�o

f�God’s�Word�like�a�satnav�built�in
to�a�car.�

When you switch on the engine and ask for directions, it automatically 

guides you. Similarly, when you pray for guidance and already have 

God’s Word built into your mind and heart, he will use it to direct you. 

•�Do�you�rely�on�self-effo
rt�to�live�a�godly�life,�or�d

o�you�take�time�to�‘hide’�

God’s Word in your heart; to meditate on and remember it, providing 

ongoing guidance when your Bible is not to hand?

“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” (verse 18)

•�Do�you�seek�God’s�guidance�but�feel�c
onfused�by,�or�lost�in�you

r�Bible?�

Then pray this prayer of the psalmist – I do, often! God loves open 

hearts into which he can plant his guidance. 

•�God�does�not�want�us�to�
be�confused.�If�we�ask,

�he�will guide, but we 

must then choose to obey (see verses 34 and 59-60).

“Turn my heart towards your statutes and not towards selfish gain. 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things …” 

(verses 36-37).

•�What� motivates� you� when� yo
u� seek� God’s� guidance?� Might� his�

apparent lack of response be a result of your seeking guidance for 

selfish gain or worthless pursuits? If so, pray this prayer.

“I have considered my ways … turned my steps towards your 

statutes … I will hasten … to obey…” (verses 59-60).

•�Could�you�say�this?� If
�not,�might� that�be�why�you�do

�not� feel�God�is�

giving you the guidance that you seek? 

“Wisdom, insight, understanding, direction …” (verses 97-104).

•�Such�are� the� things�p
romised�when�we�seek�God’s�guidance� in�his�

Word through sincere meditation and obedience. Would you like such 

guidance?

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (verse 105).

•�Where�else�might�you�look�for�guidan
ce�aside�of�God’s�Word?�When�

might that not be helpful? 

•�How�committed�are�you�to�reading
�and�absorbing�God’s�promise�of�

guidance through his Word – note verse 148.

God’s Promise of

Do you ever genuinely and sincerely seek God’s guidance, and then wonder 

if you’ve simply followed the voice of your own inclinations or manipulated 

Scripture to confirm your own plans? Anne Le Tissier looks at God’s promise 

to guide us, and the scriptures that teach us how 

The Promise
Isaiah 30:21 says: “Whether you turn to the 

right or to the left, your ears will hear a 

[word] behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; 

walk in it’.” (note NIV translates ‘word’ as 

‘voice’).

Throughout Scripture, we see examples 

of God fulfilling his promise to guide his 

people. Through angels he guided Abraham 

to pray for a wicked city; through pillars of 

cloud and fire he guided the Hebrews 

through unknown territory; through a 

miraculous event with a sheep-fleece he 

guided Gideon into a leadership role; 

through a star in the sky he guided sensitive 

Magi to the birth of a Saviour; through 

prophets he guided his people to trust in 

the Messiah; and, through his divine Word 

written down by his scribes, God guides his 

people into a right and godly way of living. 

Moreover, God ultimately fulfilled his 

promise to guide us through the indwelling 

of his Spirit in believers’ lives (John 14:16-

17; 16:13), demonstrated in the New 

Testament on many occasions (for example, 

Acts 16:6).

The Purpose
Psalm 23:3 tells us, “He guides me in paths 

of righteousness for his name’s sake”. This 

is the purpose of the promise – guidance 

that enables us to uphold God’s will and his 

ways as we are increasingly transformed 

into the likeness of Jesus. 

I believe God has given us common 

sense. When I wake, I don’t ask him to 

guide my choice as to which top I should 

wear, or whether I should turn up for work! 

But I also believe that my life is his gift to 

me, and potentially, my gift to him if I live 

it in a way that pleases him and dovetails 

into his universal purpose; if I live to bring 

the comfort of God’s love and salvation to 

the people I come in contact with.

Consequently, how we make our choices 

has potential to honour God, or otherwise, 

so it is important we seek his promise to 

guide those choices – then follow it. 

Otherwise, when difficult situations arise, 

when we are hurt or rejected, when we are 

bored, distracted, disillusioned or tempted, 

we might be guided by our own feelings, 

opinions and desires, or else those of the 

ways of the world. 

Such guidance might result in choices 

that dishonour God with ungodly words or 

behaviour, even inappropriate clothing; 

through the misuse of resources he has 

given to us (money, possessions, talents), 

or by wasting the time he has given us 

while we pursue our own interests and 

agendas instead of seeking his. 

Receiving the Promise 
Humility
“He guides the humble in what is right and 

teaches them his way” (Psalm 25:9). 

Humility is being conscious of our 

absolute dependency on God and 

consequently living that out in our daily 

routines, lifestyles and choices.

Guidance

 Prayer

“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth 

and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day 

long” Psalm 25:4-5.

Woman Alive talks to

Anne is a speaker and author named by the New York Times as one of the 
five most influential evangelists of her generation. Her father, Billy Graham, 

has called her “the best preacher in the family” and she has spoken at 
events across the world to hundreds of thousands of people. She spoke 

with Ali Herbert about her heart for encouraging women to discover a fresh encounter with God

t
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 Anne  Graham   Lotz

As you were growing up, were you aware of your father’s international fame and impact?
I was born just before my father had a big meeting in LA that put everything on the radar. But we were shielded from my father’s fame. We were not allowed to do interviews and we weren’t exposed to the press, except once in a while, there was a photo opportunity. So I knew my father travelled a lot, knew he told people about Jesus, but the scope of it I didn’t understand. And I’m not sure it would have made any difference unless that was somehow emphasised as, “Because of your father’s ministry you’ve got to behave that way” and that was never conveyed to us. My mother adored my father and so I did too. But it meant that I was pretty much raised by a single parent and grandparents because it was estimated my father travelled 60% of the time when I was growing up. So he never tucked me in bed, never read me 

a bedtime story, never played a game with me, never fixed me a snack – you know the things you think of a father doing. My grandparents helped to raise us and they were fabulous. I say that to encourage women who are single parents. You can do it with God’s help. But I would rather have Billy Graham as a part-time father than any other man as a full-time father. He taught me a lot about what God is like, and his integrity and his humility have impacted me in my own ministry. It was a wonderful home: Christ-centred, Christ-loving and Christ-serving.

So was there a ‘saintly glow’ around the house at all times?
Not at all! I’m the second child so I had an older sister, a younger sister and two younger brothers. My oldest sister was bossy like older sisters are and my younger brother, Franklin, was just a strong-willed child – so, in between them, there was a lot going on! When you’re raised in a family like that, what you share is a common experience that’s unique – nobody else in the world would know what it’s like to be in that family except your siblings, so there’s a bond there that I appreciate.

You’ve said “God has no grandchildren”, so what was your personal journey to becoming a Christian?
I was raised to know Jesus and love Jesus, and my mother was very consistent in having family devotions every morning and evening – I didn’t particularly like them actually! But I remember one Easter, when I was seven or eight years old – it was a Good Friday – and I was watching an old black-and-white movie portraying the life of Christ called King of Kings by Cecil B DeMille. I was watching the scene of the crucifixion and I remember being convinced and impacted that he died – not just as someone who was 

crucified by the 
Romans – but that he 
actually died for my 
sins. And I can 
remember as a 
little girl telling 
God that I was 
sorry and asking 
him to forgive 
me and cleanse 

me, and claiming 
Jesus as my Saviour. 

And I believe that on that day I was born again into God’s family.

Was it a straightforward path to preaching and teaching?
I married young and by the time I was 26 I had three children aged five, three and 10 months. I was just busy and I drifted from God – I didn’t mean to, but I did. Somebody told me about an organised Bible study and I decided I wanted to be in one. Nobody 

would start it, so I decided to establish it just so I could be in it! So, at 26, I found myself teaching 500 women who’d never been in a Bible study before either. And I did that, every week, for 12 years. I never missed a class because I wanted so much to know God and to come into that relationship with him.

How did you find the time to do that when you were a young mum?I kept a basket of toys under my desk so the children could only play with them if they came to the study, and they had to learn to be quiet and play around me. I got interrupted a thousand times during the day, but you train yourself to just get right back into your concentration. It’s funny how you teach your children by your example, so they learn to love the things that you love. When they catch you on your knees in prayer or catch you reading your Bible – not that you are trying to show them you need to pray – it’s contagious. We don’t have to be perfect, thank goodness, but we need to be saved and we need to have a personal walk with the Lord that is genuine and authentic.
How do you manage your ‘quiet times’ in a busy life?
The important thing is to set aside time every day. I do it in the morning. But because I’m not a morning person I get up and do my stretches and exercises, then I walk two-and-a-half miles to Starbucks, get a triple espresso, come back and that’s when I do it because I have to wake myself up. The first thing I do is pray and ask for the Lord’s blessing, then I go through a portion of Scripture – and I’m asking myself what does 
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Notebook
Inspiration and ideas for the month ahead

More good things to do

Clean our beaches

Join the Beachwatch Big Weekend (15th 

& 16th September) and help to clean up 

and record the rubbish left on our 

beaches. Find out more at www.mcsuk.

org/beachwatch or call 01989 566017.

Enjoy our heritage

Over 4000 properties – many of them 

normally closed to the public – will be 

opening their doors from 6th-9th 

September for Heritage Open Days. It’s 

all about people, places and community 

and is organised by volunteers, so look 

out for activities in your area or visit www.

heritageopendays.org.uk

Wear the wrong shoes

Help raise awareness about 

gynaecological cancers this month by 

wearing your wellies to work or slippers 

on the school run. The Funny Feet 

campaign is organised by the Eve 

Appeal. Visit www.eveappeal.org.uk or  

call 020 7605 0100 to register and find 

out more.

Three Reasons to Watch…The Hunger Games

It’s a cultural phenomenon 

What next for fantasy-hungry cinemagoers, 

now that the Harry Potter and Twilight series 

have both drawn to a close? Now out on 

DVD, the first film in the Hunger Games 

franchise arrived in cinemas last spring, and 

proved that there was no need to fret. The 

grim world of the bestselling novels 

translated perfectly to the screen, and the 

film was a global hit. Strangely, for such a 

dark and violent tale, The Hunger Games 

seems to have touched a cultural nerve.

It offers a complex heroine

Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) lives 

in a futuristic society where the corrupt 

government annually selects 12 teenagers 

for a televised battle to the death. When her 

little sister Prim (Willow Shields) is chosen, 

Katniss volunteers to go in her place – and 

enters a competition where she must kill or 

be killed. But rather than just playing the game, she manages to turn it on its head. 

Becoming an unwitting symbol of resistance, she inspires a nationwide unrest leading – in 

the second and third instalments – to a full-blown rebellion.

It’s a real eye-opener 

We might not live under a totalitarian regime, but The Hunger Games has some eye-

opening warnings for our culture. How much do we allow entertainment to dull our moral 

senses? And how can we hold onto our true identity in an image-obsessed society? Not 

bad questions for a Hollywood action blockbuster. 

+The Hunger Games is released on DVD on September 3rd

* Sophie Lister is a researcher and writer for The Damaris Trust

For more articles and study guides see culturewatch.org and 

toolsfortalks.com

MAKE A DATE TO SEE . . . the Queen’s Diamonds – a special exhibition at Buckingham Palace until  

7th October. For details visit www.royalcollection.org.uk or call 020 7766 7300.

Two new publications aim to 

help us think through how to 

live well. Life In The Big Story: 

Your Place in God’s Unfolding 

Plan, by Heidi Johnston (IVP 

ISBN 9 78184 474 5791) is for 

those asking the questions: 

What are we here for? How 

can I make a difference? To 

find those answers we are 

taken on a journey through 

God’s story because there 

lies the key to our own story 

and our true identity.

But what happens when 

things go wrong? When our 

story turns to tragedy? This is 

explored by Jerry Sittser in A 

Grace Revealed (Zondervan 

ISBN 978 0 310 24325 0). 

Twenty years ago, he lost his 

daughter, wife and mother in a 

car accident. He explored how 

the soul grows through loss in 

A Grace Disguised. Now he 

brings his story up to date to 

explore the theme of 

redemption and how God can 

redeem the story of all our lives.

* We have five copies of each book to give away. For your 

chance to win, simply send your name and address to WA/

Big Story and/or WA/Grace Revealed at the address on page 43.

Bookworm    How to live meaningfully
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ORGANISE A TEA PARTY this month and help to raise vital funds to aid the peace-building work 

of Cord or the life-saving work of Meningitis UK. 

Our picture shows actress and TV personality Lisa Faulkner’s Fantasy Cake. Lisa (left) is backing the 

Meningitis Time 4 Tea campaign this autumn and her recipe is included in a special party pack along 

with party balloons, colourful bunting, invitations and a collection box, which will be sent to anyone 

who registers for the event. To sign up or find out more visit www.meningitisuk.org/time4tea or call 

Emily on 0117 3033344.

Or sign up for peace-building organisation Cord’s Peace of Cake campaign in the run-up to International 

Peace Day on 21st September. The event is sponsored by Yorkshire Tea and  invitations, recipe cards, 

posters and activity ideas are available from www.cord.org.uk/peaceofcake or call 01926 315301.
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Lord, what does living life to the full mean?

Surely not an overstuffed diary,

not bursting cupboards 

or cramming in life’s experiences, 

not striving, stretching to the limit, 

using up and squeezing in?

Is it more about letting go –

seeking your purpose, accepting what life brings 

and welcoming what you seek to teach me through it, 

rather than striving and trying to manage things myself?

Does it involve being known –

having the courage to face my weaknesses 

and trusting in you to shape me into the person you want,

rather than trying to hide away?

Is it about being generous –

having an open hand and heart towards others, 

giving them the benefit of the doubt

rather than withdrawing and misjudging people?

Does it mean living in the present –

recognising your blessings and goodness today,

being faithful to the tasks I have now 

rather than worrying about what lies ahead?

Lord, these things are not easy for me.

Please help me to grow in faith,

to trust in your goodness,

to receive your mercy and love,

to recognise your grace in my life,

today and always. Amen.

© Woman Alive 2012

Prayer for the month
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Snapshot

It’s vital that we dig deep into understanding who we are.There are so many messages out there in 
our culture, and a number of them 
unwittingly seep into the Church. It is hard 
to be sure who we are supposed to be. The 
identity question, which we hoped was just 
something to think about during our teens 
– and is often taught as if it is something 
just for our teens – becomes really pertinent 
all over again. 

Identity is given; we have allowed all kinds 
of voices to give us identity. I’d encourage 
women of every age and every stage to come 
back and ask where we are placing our 
identity. We often discover that by the things 
that we react to, and react against. Have we 
invested too much of our sense of identity in 
our relationships, in our getting married, in 
our ability to conceive or in the kind of job 
we have? Actually, our identity is found in 
whose we are. It’s really important to return 
to God and ask, “Who do you say I am?” 
“What do you say I’m worth?” “What does 
that mean in the world in which I live?” Our 
experiences shouldn’t define our theology, 
but the other way around.

It’s a conflicting experience.There is often still controversy over what a 
woman is supposed to be. What makes her 
feminine? What makes her less than 
feminine? Our culture is so sexualised – 
that is conflicting. But there is massive 
opportunity for women as well. Because of 
the advances in terms of technology and 

things I’ve learned about being a 21st century Christian woman
5

women’s empowerment, there is 
opportunity to do all sorts of things. But it 
has left women overwhelmed by choices 
… I observe that women often say, “I could 
do all of this, and I don’t know where to 
start. I’m not sure how I’m going to be 
equipped to do it.”

I’m amazed at how much our Christian perception of women is derived from fairy tales.There is a lot taught in churches about 
women being princesses. I think it’s been 
said in an attempt to capture a woman’s 
sense of worth and value … but we miss 
the point when we, as Christians, emphasise 
this. Yes, we serve a king, and technically 
this makes us princesses, but the reality is 
that we are called to represent the king. 

When we look into Scripture we see that 
we are called to relationship with God, but 
we are also called to represent him. I think 
with women we often over-emphasise 
Scripture’s covenant message, but we don’t 
empower women for the kingdom message. 
We are called to represent God, whether 
that is in the context of our families, our 
communities, or our workplace. We are all 
called to make disciples. The great 
commission applies to us. When we only 
give one half of the message, it isn’t the full 
essence of what God called us to be, so we 
will never feel complete.If we are waiting to be rescued, if we 
have bought into the idea that we have to 
passively wait until life happens before we 
engage with it, we could miss the life that 
God intended for us.

Jo Saxton is a speaker, author and a director of 3D ministries. She is British, but 

is currently based in Southern California, where her husband pastors a church. Jo 

has two daughters aged six and seven. Her latest book, High Heels and Holiness: 

The Smart Girl’s Guide to Living Life Well was published earlier this year

Jo Saxton talks to Lucinda van der Hart about the 
challenges facing women today

Strength isn’t something to be afraid of.The picture of femininity we’ve been given 
is limiting. I think of the most feminine 
things I’ve experienced – giving birth, or 
the menstrual cycle – and they are not 
pretty or dainty. They are blood, sweat and 
tears. But that wouldn’t fit into our culture’s 
archetype of femininity. I’ve met too many 
women who’ve asked whether they are too 
strong – whether strength is feminine, or 
whether strength is aggressive. Strength 
isn’t automatically aggressive because you 
are a woman. I think of women who’ve 
given birth, had to wrestle with the fact that 
they will never give birth, or women 
who’ve had to recover from miscarriages, 
and I think, “You want a woman to be 
strong.” 

We need to return to the issue of body image.Our world communicates that even if you 
have had four kids, you are meant to look 
like you haven’t had any. It is good to be 
proactive about being healthy, but we 
have to critique the images we live by. 
Sometimes, we have to be really honest 
with ourselves about our expectations of 
ourselves and our bodies: are we 
comparing and competing? Are we 
pressurising ourselves to conform to 
particular images? It is one thing to be 
healthy, it’s another to try and conform to 
an airbrushed image.There is more to say to a woman than 
“You’re beautiful.” It is a valuable thing to 
say to a woman, but God says more to us 
than that. 

■

Great reading, fresh, relevant 
Bible teaching, creative ideas and 
honest discussion – find it all in 
Woman Alive, the magazine for 
today’s Christian women

For over 30 years, we’ve shared 
ideas, offered advice, highlighted 
many issues and brought 
together women who share a 
common challenge or experience.

Some of our readers have been 
with us since the very first issue 
and many more have joined us 
along the way. They tell us they 
like “the variety of articles and 
contributors”, they appreciate 
“a magazine that is based on 

Christian principles”  and are 
relieved to find “a forum that 
allows people to be honest and 
provides encouragement and 
support”.

One reader recently told us: 
“I have subscribed to Woman 
Alive for a number of years and 
thoroughly enjoy the whole 
magazine. Many articles have 
appeared at just the right time and 
there is always something helpful 
in the Bible study”. Another says, 
“I always get a lift from just seeing 
it has landed on the doormat”.
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News
IN BRIEF

New Parish Share scheme set for approval

New eco-loo at Holy 
Trinity, Theale. 

A MUCH needed new eco-loo is bringing 
much needed relief to the congregation at 
Holy Trinity Church, Theale. 

The new toilet has been funded by The 
Worshipful Company of Drapers of London, 
Dr Ellerton’s Charity and a private bequest. 

Priest-in-charge, the Rev Ann Templeman, 
said: “The church itself is beautiful - a 
building that has resounded to the sound 
and action of Christian worship for 180 
years. However we have to remember that, 
when architect Edward Garbett of Reading 
designed it in the 19th Century, personal 
comfort was of less importance than 
ecclesiastical magnificence. For some time 
a number of parishioners have said that a 
“facility” would be more than welcome and I 
am glad to say that at last we have a brand 
new, eco-friendly, toilet.” The loo, which 
works without water, was first used during 
the lighting of a 180th birthday beacon at 
the top of the church tower.

Hosts needed
EVERY year thousands of students come to 
the UK from overseas. 
   Sadly, most have no contact with British 
people outside the campus. Some miss their 
families; many are curious about the real life 
of Britain. That’s why HOST arranges for 
them to spend a day, weekend or 3 days at 
Christmas as guests in hospitable homes. 
This is a great opportunity to get to know 
someone from another country, and help 
them to feel welcome. For more infromation 
contact Regional Organiser Rosemary 
Clegg on 01235 868047 or see www.
hostuk.org.

New Archdeacon
AS the November edition of the Door 
went to press, the Diocese was getting 
ready to announce the appointment of a 
new Archdeacon of Oxford.
   For more details see our website 
www.oxford.anglican.org/the-door or the 
December edition of the Door. 

CONSULTATIONS on a proposed new 
way of calculating the Parish Share are 
well underway. 

The Parish Share is a proportion of 
diocesan costs, paid by each parish to 
help fund the mission and ministry of the 
Church in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire.

The current model has been in place 
since the 1990s and was broadly built on 
the electoral roll and the relative wealth 
of deaneries. Since then, population 
distribution across deaneries has changed 
and much better socio-economic statistics 
are now available.

It was explained fully by Finance 
Director, Nigel Wearne, at the recent 
financial consultations held in each 

Archdeaconry, for PCC treasurers and 
churchwardens. 

It has been approved by Bishops’ 
Council and will now be discussed with a 
view to being approved at Diocesan Synod 
in November. 

Nick Butterworth, treasurer of St 
Leonard’s, Wendover, said: “For a 
complicated topic Nigel’s presentation was 
clear and the detailed nature of the many 
questions he was asked demonstrated that 
his audience understood the issues he was 
raising.” 

He said that one of the main reasons 
for the changes is to make the calculation 
more transparent and therefore easier 
for parishes to accept. “The new method 
will therefore provide a long overdue 

opportunity for this contentious subject 
to be better communicated to parishes 
and in particular to the parishioners who 
end up paying,” he said.

Margaret Hedges, treasurer of All 
Saints, Thornton with Nash, said: “At the 
moment the proposals are in abstract 
form. It is difficult to know what they will 
look like until we have some concrete 
figures to work with. What every parish 
is concerned about is how the deanery 
will hand down the share to parishes, 
whether they will feel obliged to use the 
same basis of allocation as the Diocese 
or do something different. I think this is 
very much a work in progress and we are 
waiting to see what happens when it is 
implemented.” 

On song at the annual service for schools

CHILDREN were treated to an exciting trip to Oxford’s Christ 
Church Cathedral where they got to sing at the Diocese’s 
annual service for headteachers and governors of Church of 
England schools.

Pupils from North Leigh CE Primary School near Witney 
and John Henry Newman Academy in Oxford performed at 
the service.  Claire Morgan, headteacher of North Leigh, said: 
“It was absolutely lovely. We have a composer in residence at 
the school who offered to write the song for us. It was based 
on Isaiah 40 and 41 and it was the message we wanted to give 
to new headteachers. “We had a fantastic time rehearsing with 

John Henry Newman and it really was a combined effort.”
The Isaiah chapters from the Old Testament were chosen to 

reflect the current changes in the educational landscape. 
North Leigh pupil, Alice, 10, enjoyed the experience of being 

in the cathedral. She said: “I loved the architecture and the 
roof columns and looking at the stained glass. It is so much 
bigger than our local church, St Mary’s.”

Niamh, also 10, said: “It was really exciting singing in the 
cathedral with the other children and I thought it was a really 
good experience. I also thought it was really good to work with 
children from another school.” 

In tune: children from Witney’s North Leigh CE Primary School are pictured with Bishop Alan, at the annual the annual service for headteachers and 
governors at Christ Church Cathedral. Photo by KT Bruce. 
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Spotlight on
Making a difference...

UP to 100 young people at any 
one time are being given the 
chance to make a difference in 

in their society while learning practical 
skills thanks to the Milton Keynes 
Christian Foundation. 

The foundation is supported by 
all of the mainstream Christian 
denominations in the town as it works 
with children and young people, 
including those who may have been 
excluded or are at risk of exclusion from 
school. A variety of social enterprises 
have been set up, giving youngsters the 
chance to learn skills in everything from 
mechanics to horticulture and see their 
products and services put to practical 
use.

Penny Keens, a member of Diocesan 
Synod and Secretary to the Milton 
Keynes Deanery Synod, said:  “A great 
strength of the Christian Foundation 
is the way it adapts to the needs of the 
time. ‘Truly I tell you whatever you did 
for the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine you did for me,’ Matthew 25:40. 
The Deanery is blessed by the work it 
does in Milton Keynes - every deanery 
needs a similar enterprise.”

So what do the young people think of 
the Foundation? Jake, 18, said: “Working 
and learning here has really helped 
me turn my life around. We learn by 
doing but it’s not like a normal college 
because we have real customers.”

Tom, 18, said: “I struggled at school 
and I didn’t get very good grades, so I 
struggled to get a job or get into college. 
They take you on whatever grades 
you’ve got or what level you’re at and 
you can work your way up.”

Shaun, 15, added:  “It’s more work 
based. It gives you more experience 
in working. It isn’t just theory work. 
It’s more practical based, which helps 
people like me who have struggled with 
theory work and are better with their 
hands.”

Projects include:
• Amazing Waste – creates 

opportunities for businesses, 
charities and organisations to 
improve their environmental 
performance with advice on 
recycling, reusing and advice and 
education services tailored to the 
needs of smaller organisations. 
This includes producing bio 
diesel from recycled cooking oils 
as well as the more conventional 
recycling of foil, cans, paper, card 
and plastic cups. 

• Think Food – promotes healthy 
eating, raises awareness of the 
economic and environmental 
impact of food production and 
trains young people in all aspects 
of good food production. It 
includes a buffet service and a 
community cafè.

• Places and Spaces – allows 
Foundation House, to be let out 
for community activities as well as 
providing a base for some of the 
social enterprises.

• Growing People – urban food 
growing and food and health 
education. The Urb Farm is a 
grassroots community project 
developing local food growing 
and healthy eating in an urban 
environment. On a two-and-a-
half acre site, leased from the 
town site, a commercial growing 
area is being developed along 
with an outdoor classroom. The 
foundation hopes to develop 
a cooperative of urban food 
growing activities that use 
underutilised green spaces across 
the area.

• Family Links – offers childcare 
and parenting support, 
particularly emphasising helping 
parents to support each other in 
Milton Keynes.

• Community Task Force – 
Empowering young people to 
make small building works, 
environmental projects and 
maintenance activities. The 
construction centre provides 
training for working within the 
task force. 

• The ‘it’ project – providing 
graphic design and 
communication services through 
leaflets, newsletters and websites 
for community organisations. 

• The Splinter Group Environment 
Task Force – This develops 
projects to promote sustainability 
and develop young people’s 
skills. It works around gardening 
and landscaping, nature and 
wildlife, small building works and 
making furniture from reclaimed 
materials.

• Wheelright – A motor vehicle 
maintenance and restoration 
project, which includes renovating 
and restoring vehicles for paying 
customers, carrying out servicing 
and maintenance, and restoring 
purchased vehicles for sale. 

The Diocese is planning a huge 
celebration of the Living Faith 
year of Making a Difference in 
the World. So the Door finds 
out how one organisation in 
Milton Keynes is doing just that. 

Celebrating Living Faith
2012 is the Living Faith year 
of Making a Difference in the 
World. At the King’s Centre, Oxford, 
on Saturday 27th October there 
will be a celebration of all the good 
things happening in our parishes, 
communities and around the world.  

You are invited to come along 
to hear inspirational speakers. 
Ann Morisy (writer) and Loretta 
Minghella (Director, Christian Aid) 
speak about their experiences, enjoy 
music by Ben Okafor and members 
of the charity ‘Archway. There will be 
creative activities, more music and the 
Diocesan Mission in the World team 
will be leading workshops. 

There will also be displays from the 
Diocesan Mission in the World team 

on themes relating to their role, for 
example environment, disability, older 
people, employment and workplace, 
rural, urban, world church and 
fairtrade, children and youth. 

Come and share your stories about 
what is going on in your community 
and see what other people around the 
diocese are doing. You will be invited 
to fill in brightly coloured postcards 
which start with the words: “I make 
a difference by...” and make pictures 
and postcards demonstrating how 
you make a difference.

All are welcome to attend and there 
will be plenty for all ages to enjoy 
together. To book contact Helen Keely 
on helen.keely@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 20821.

• Plumbing, electrical
• Handyman & more

0845 22 50 495
www.the50plus.co.uk

- The 50plus - 

Visit the web site for offers
• Free estimates  • Friendly advice
• Pensioner discount   • NICEIC registered
• Gas Safe service in most areas
• Serving domestic & business customers of all ages

Showers, bathrooms and 
kitchens supplied and fitted

NatioNal 
Fruit 
SpecialiStS

FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE

Over 300 apple varieties
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft)

Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW

01983 840750 (24hrs)
Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

or visit our website
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

To Advertise in 
The Door 
Please Call

01752
225623
or email

roy@
cornerstone
vision.com
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The miller, the baker 
and the corn maker

Children get into character to learn about global food issues during Harvest Festival at Stoke 
Goldington CE Primary School, near Milton Keynes. 

Children at Stoke Goldington CE First School celebrated Harvest Festival at 
their village church, St. Peter’s, with pupils role-playing the importance of 
growing food to make the world go round.
   Pupils took the roles of a baker, a miller and a farmer with props including 
flour and wheat to describe how each stage of growing and preparing food 
helps everyone thrive around the world. The activity was led by Geoff Morris 
who helps to run the school’s regular Church Club.
   Parents in the congregation were also treated to a range of songs performed 
by the children including a particularly enthusiastic rendition of a song called 
Big Red Combine Harvester . The Busy Bees from early years foundation stage class 
showed off vegetable print drawings that they had created in class. The village 
vicar, affectionately known to the children as Reverend Janet, (Janet Lawrence) 
also arranged for the children to donate items of food to the Milton Keynes 
Food Bank charity. The Food Bank provides supplies to people who have no 
income and no way of getting hold of food. 

Harvest gifts for the elderly

HEADTEACHER David Jackson and 
pupil Hannah, 6 of St Nicholas Church 
of England Infant School, Wallingford 
present Harvest gifts to service users of 
the Day Care Centre at Westgate House, 
Wallingford. The donations were 
provided by parents and community 
following the school’s Harvest Festival.
   David said: “The children in Year Two 
take it in turns to visit the Day Care 

Centre where they play dominoes, cards, 
sitting basketball and enjoy talking to 
the senior citizens.  
   “After the Harvest collection it was 
agreed that the clients would benefit 
from our gifts and this fits in with our 
ethos of caring and sharing and how 
the world would be a better place if 
we thought about others rather than 
ourselves more often.”

Religious faith is 
complementary to 
establishing and growing a 
family through adoption, 
according to statistics 

released by PACT for National Adoption 
Week (5 to 11 November).

Of 75 PACT adopters approved in the 
last two years, 51 per cent were Christian 
and 16 per cent were Muslim. Many of 
PACT’s Christian adopters cite their faith 
and the acceptance and encouragement 
from their church community as 
important support for their decision to 
adopt. 

Krish Kandish from the Evangelical 
Alliance said: “While prospective 
adopters fear that following a religion 
may be frowned upon by secular 
adoption services in this country, this 
is simply a myth which we are keen to 
dispel. During Adoption Sunday (4 
November) we are calling on churches 
to call to mind and pray for the children 
waiting to be adopted and fostered, 
and for the families who have taken 
on children who need extra love and 
support to cope with their negative 
experiences of parenting in their early 
lives.”

PACT and the Evangelical Alliance 
have distributed prayer cards to mark 
National Adoption Week and are calling 
for more Christians to consider adopting 
or fostering the children who are waiting 
for loving homes.  

Ali is a Christian who adopted two 
children through PACT and she explains 
how her faith and the encouragement 
from her church provided much needed 
support during her adoption journey.

 “In Romans 8 we read that through 
becoming Christians, we’re adopted as 
God’s children and heirs. This could be 
the reason that I felt so supported by my 
church family when adopting our two 
daughters - it wasn’t just our immediate 
family that welcomed two new people, 
but our church family as well. 
 “I knew early on that I would need 
God’s support and guidance all the 
way through the process and through 
their prayers and very practical support 
my local church was with me every 
step of the way. In times of stress, bad 
news and disappointment, through 
my faith and belief in God, I was given 
the gifts I needed to pass through 
those stages - patience in bucket loads, 
encouragement, kindness, acceptance 
and loads and loads of joy!” 
    To find out more about adopting 
or fostering through PACT come to 
an Adoption & Fostering Information 
Evening on Wednesday 14th November 
at 6.30pm at PACT Children’s Centre 
Didcot.  

Many adopters have a faith

The Bishop of Oxford the 
Rt Revd John Pritchard has 
written a prayer encouraging 
parents to slow down and take 

more time with children in their care.
The prayer was written for Parents 

Week at the end of October, and was 
released as this edition of the Door was 
going to press. It can be used at any time 
of year by families who want to sit down 
and pray together. 

The theme of the week was Make a 
Moment’ and in a new CofE podcast 
Bishop John, chair of the Church of 
England’s Board of Education, said:  “I 
love the idea of making a moment to 
spend time with our children. These 
moments are precious and so quickly 
gone. I’ll always regret not taking 
more moments to enjoy looking at life 
through my children’s eyes. 

“Parents have the most wonderful and 
awesome responsibility, and their utter 
devotion needs to be celebrated. At the 
same time ‘make a moment’ reminds all 
of us, as we get older, more serious and 
less spontaneous, that children will be 
our teachers if we let them - they’ll teach 
us how to play, to laugh and be a child 
again.”

The week is being run by the Family 
and Parenting Institute, and along with 
the Church of England is supported by 
politicians including the Prime Minister 
and a range of charities and other 

Christian organisations. 
Bishop John, pictured above in 2008 

with his firstborn grandson Henry, has 
written the Prayer below:

Gracious God
thank you for the privilege and pleasure of 

children,
Thank you for what they represent for both 

the present and the future
and what they give us as they explore life 

and make their discoveries.
Help us to slow down, to pause and make 

a moment,
Help us to share their world and enjoy their 

wonder.
Help us to walk at their speed, and find 

that it’s your speed,
And so lead us together into life and joy, 
in the company of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord
Amen

‘Make a moment’ says Bishop John

ONLINE

@Hear Bishop John’s podcast here: 
http://tinyurl.com/9vpakvn
For more on Parents’ Week see 
www.parentsweek.org.uk

ONLINE @For more see
www.pactcharity.org/info or call 
0800 731 1845
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Object 1: The Cross (The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard)

The Cross is probably the best known symbol of the Christian faith. An object of veneration, the 
intersecting wooden planks upon which Jesus of Nazareth was brutally crucified have become 
the symbol for billions over the centuries for what it means to be a follower of him they called 

the Christ. From ornate crucifixes in Florentine basilicas to the jewellery that hangs around our necks, it 
is easy to forget that these crosses which we cherish speak of one of the ugliest forms of execution ever 
devised, while also being the symbol for many of that ‘life in its fullness’ that God offers us in Jesus. The 
first object in the series, Bishop John introduced our series by bringing with him a selection of crosses 
from his private chapel.

Object 2: The Codex Sinaiticus (Professor James 
Dunn, Emeritus Lightfoot Professor, University 
of Durham)

The Codex Sinaiticus is one of the most important documents in the world. 
Handwritten around 1600 years ago, the Codex is incomparable in its 
importance for our understanding of human civilization and the early Christian 

faith. Made up of 750 leaves, it contains the Christian Bible in Greek, and our oldest 
complete copy of the New Testament. Kept in the Monastery of St Catherine on Mount 
Sinai (from where it takes its name) until the mid-19th century, and now divided between 
there, the British Library, the Library of the University of Leipzig, and the National 
Library of Russia, its modern history is as fascinating as its conception, not least its 
reputed discovery by Constantin von Tischendorf in a waste-paper bin during his visit to 
the Monastery in 1844. Professor James Dunn, one of the world’s leading New Testament 
scholars, presented this as the second object.

Object 3: Byzantine Marriage Crowns (The Revd Dr Simon Jones, Chaplain 
and Research Fellow of Merton 
College, Oxford)

A distinctive element in the marriage rites of the 
Orthodox Church is the crowning of the bride 
and groom. This may have had its origins in pre-

Christian times and, as the high point of the liturgy, it 
continues to occupy a central place within the ritual of 
Orthodox wedding ceremonies today. The earliest liturgies 
of marriage from the Byzantine church date from the eighth 
century, and the crowning of the couples is the climax of the 
service prior to the Liturgy of the Word. The crowns signify the victory of Christ’s martyrs, and the aspiration 
that the couple in their marriage might reflect the God the Holy Trinity, who crowns all things with love.

Object 4: The Book of Common Prayer (Canon Dr 
Judith Maltby, Reader in Church History and 
Chaplain and Fellow of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford)

This year marks the 350th anniversary of the Prayer Book that was introduced following the 
restoration of the monarchy after the English Civil War, as part of the Act of Uniformity 
1662. Drawing on the Prayer Books prepared by Thomas Cranmer in 1549 and 1552, the 

BCP has exerted enormous influence upon the English language and Anglicanism; variants of the 
Prayer Book are used in over 50 countries and in over 150 different languages. With this object, 
Canon Dr Judith Maltby explores the social history of the Prayer Book’s development and how 
allegiance to the Prayer Book became a touchstone of English religion during the 17th century.

A history of Christianity
 Inspired by Neil MacGregor’s BBC Radio Four series A History of the World in 100 
Objects the Revd Dr Dan Inman arranged for 15 speakers to give a series of talks, each 
presenting one object that would open up an aspect of Christianity’s development. With 
an accompanying website and YouTube channel the series has reached an international 
audience. In a two part series, the Door introduces each object and speaker. 

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

Sea of Faith in Oxford
EDUCATION IN GOOD FAITH?

Do Free Schools, Academies and Faith Schools 
o� er to help, or to hinder the development of 
children’s life-skills for a just, open and free 
society?

Speakers
Richy � ompson

Education campaigner for the
British Humanist Association;

Allan Hayes
Sea of Faith Network, 

National Secular Society and
Leicester Council for Religious Education 

(SACRE);
Richard Pring

Professor of Educational Studies 
in the University of Oxford 

from 1989 to 2003.

� ey will introduce a discussion about
what our reaction might be to government 
policies.

9.30am to 5.30pm Saturday 10th November
Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles, Oxford

Please book in advance if possible:
davidpaterson130@gmail.com 

or 07765 416 801
£8 including lunch, payable on the door
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Object 5: Sixth-Century Stone Bema or Lectern, Syria (Dr 
Sebastian Brock, Professorial Fellow, Wolfson College, 
Oxford.)

This stone bema (which corresponds in function to a lectern) dates from the sixth century AD, 
comes from a village in North Syria, and would have been the place from which the biblical 
lections were read. Today  it stands in the garden of the National Museum in Damascus. It is 

inscribed in Syriac, one of the liturgical languages of Eastern Christianity, and reads ‘May it be a good 
memorial for the priest Abraham, for John and for his mother, who perished’ (was it in an earthquake? 
or in a raid on their village? or were they victims of the great plague of the mid sixth century?). 

Dr Sebastian Brock, one of the world’s leading Syriac experts, uses this bema to bring to light 
the forgotten churches of the Syriac tradition, those Christian churches that had not accepted the 
Christological formulae of the Councils of Ephesus (AD 431) and Chalcedon (AD 451), but which 
spread all the way to India, Tibet and China by the seventh century. These ancient non-Chalcedonian 
Christian communities still exist across the Middle East, but face tremendous difficulties and persecution 
as a result of the American-led invasion of Iraq and, even today, the civil war that seems to be engulfing 
Syria.

Object 6: Gold strip with inscription from 
the Staffordshire Hoard (Canon Professor 
Sarah Foot)

The Staffordshire Hoard, discovered in a field near Lichfield in 2009, is the 
largest hoard of Anglo-Saxon gold ever found. Most of the objects found 
are weapons and war gear, but among them are fragments of four or five 

Christian crosses including the strip of gold with a biblical inscription which is 
the sixth object in our series. Focusing on this object and the Latin text it bears 
(which means ‘Rise up, O Lord, and may thy enemies be dispersed and those who 
hate thee be driven from thy face’) enables us to reflect on the circumstances 
in which Christianity was introduced to the war-like Germanic peoples of Anglo-Saxon England. Sarah Foot, the Regius Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History at Oxford, used this object to show how the English turned to the Christian God as a support in time of war, and 
the ways in which Christianity adapted itself to speak more effectively to the warrior aristocracy of Anglo-Saxon England.

Object 7: The Icon of the Triumph of Orthodoxy (Dame Averil Cameron)

The Icon of the Triumph of Orthdoxy was Object Number 66 
in Neil MacGregor’s History of the World last year, and is one 
of the greatest treasures of the British Museum. Painted in 

Constantinople around the beginning of the fifteenth century, the icon 
depicts the annual Festival of Orthodoxy celebrated on the first Sunday 
in Lent. This annual feast celebrated the overthrow of Iconoclasm in AD 
843, and the restoration of the holy icons to the life of the Orthodox 
Church. In this icon we see the icon of the Virgin Mary Hodegetria 
- believed to have been painted by St Luke - presented by the regent 
Empress Theodora and her son, the Emperor Michael III. With this 
object, Professor Dame Averil Cameron opened up the politics and 
drama of the imperial Byzantine court, and the significance of AD 843 
for our understanding of world Christianity today.

A history of Christianity
in 15 Objects (Part One)

History on the web
AS Curate in Deddington, the Revd Dan Inman had the perfect outlet for 
the series of talks that he put together in 2011/2012 as part of his initial 
ministerial training. The village is the first in England to stream its weekly live 
worship over the internet. This technology helped as funding from the Diocese 
of Oxford, the Allchurches Trust and the Jerusalem Trust helped develop a 
website and a YouTube channel which allowed each talk, and a 10 minute 
version of each talk, to be accessed across the world at any time. 
  Dan says: “If only in a small way I think the series shows that English parish 
churches can collaborate fruitfully with our university Theology and Religious 
Studies departments to be centres of serious learning and wisdom.

ONLINE @To find out more see 
www.historyofchristianity.org.uk and www.youtube.com/users/
historychristianity

Bound Biographies
helps people write
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for
family and friends. 
DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 
HAVE YOU started
writing and got stuck? 
OR ARE YOU just
thinking about it?
Contact Sally Gray at

Writing Your Life Story?

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net

Tired of Watching
Christians Living Broken
Lives? Learn How You

Can Change That!

www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training

Ellel Ministries       +44 (0) 1252 797 340

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Look after those you care for the most.....
Making a Will and/or a Lasting Power Attorney?

These documents can make life so much easier 
for those you care for.

Use someone that’s properly quali� ed and who 
is approved by Trading Standards.

This makes sure that you receive good advice.

Call me for a FREE NO OBLIGATION meeting in a 
place and at a time to suit you.

Paul Beck MA MSWW

Member of The Society of Will Writers 
and A�  liate Member of STEP.
Tel 01628 777620
Email: paul.beck@appliedls.co.uk
www.appliedls.co.uk

Having problems with your church 
microphones, sound system or hard of 

hearing loop??
We are a well established Company that 

provides service solutions with value.
No project is too small.

Please contact us on 
0208 546 3071 or 07591 708846

navesound@hotmail.co.uk



the Door  NOVEMBER 201210 Advertisement Feature

WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT   OR   CALL  01782 251000

As Christ increasingly 
gets taken out of Christmas in the UK...

...here’s a load of great new CHRISTmas products
to help you put Jesus back at the centre of your celebrations

Lincoln Brewster - 
Joy To The World 
CD - £9.97

Bill & Gloria Gaither’s
12 Christmas Favourites 
CD - £9.97

Christmas For
Your Family
 CD - £9.97

Quietime -
Peace On Earth
CD - £6.99

Twenty Choral
Christmas Carols
CD - £4.99

Hillsong - 
We Have A Saviour
CD - £9.97

Juliet David - Build 
Your Own Christmas Stable
BOOK - £6.64

Helen Steiner Rice - 
Sharing Christmas Every Day
BOOK - £7.59

Max Lucado -
Christmas Child
 DVD - £11.74

Ruth Bell Graham - 
One Wintery Night
BOOK - £9.49

The Best Christmas 
Carols In The World Ever
CD - £9.97

Keith & Kristyn Getty -
Joy: An Irish Christmas
CD - £9.97

For these and all your Christian music, books and DVDs go to

 
Funding Christian Charities & Churches Conference 
Central Hall Westminster - 14 November 2012 

Join Action Planning at our one-day national conference 
on how to fund Christian Charities and Churches. 

Our theme is 'Christian distinctiveness in fundraising' and 
we will be examining how to cultivate Christian donors, 
and also how to secure support from secular funders. 

• Hear from leading UK donors to Christian Charities and 
Churches, including Sir Peter Vardy 

• Experience case studies from Christian charities, both 
large and small 

• Join in with marketing and income generation sessions 
led by sector experts 

The delegate fee is just £85, which includes lunch, VAT and a 
networking reception. 

To reserve a place book online at 
http://www.actionplanning.co.uk/christiancharities2012, 

e-mail admin.events@actionplanning.co.uk 
or phone our Events team on 020 8661 8066.

Christmas

Entry £5.00  Concessions £2.50

“Something  for Everybody”
www.sobellhospicecharity.org.uk

Saturday 24th November
10am - 5pm

Sunday 25th November
10am - 4.30pm

• OVER 60 STALLS

• REFRESHMENTS
• UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Charity Number 1118646

Radley College 
Abingdon
Oxfordshire 
OX14 2HR

THE SOBELL

G I F T FA I R
2012

AT R A D L E Y
C O L L E G E
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A sense of vocation?

For Sister Judith SLG it took 
eight years from her first visit 
to the Sisters of the Love of 
God at the Convent of the 
Incarnation in east Oxford to 

her enrolling as a postulant. “When I 
first came I was only 20 and I was told I 
had to be 24 so I went away,” says Sister 
Judith, who worked as a violin teacher. 
Initially she decided not to become a 
nun because she felt she wanted to have 
children; and she thought the enclosed 
life would not give her the chance to 
make an impact on the world. 

“I got the perfect job for me and 
did that for three years, teaching the 
violin in eight primary schools and two 
secondary schools in Croydon. 

Feeling sure that “if I had become a 
nun, I would not have stayed a nun, but 
if I had learned how to pray I would 
have been a better violin teacher” she 
decided to take a year’s sabbatical. 
Then, having  spent nine months in a 
convent and three months in India with 
Mother Theresa, Sister Judith realised 

she needed to explore her vocation 
more fully. “I was working in a home for 
40 children. Some of them had parents 
who would visit them, but they had 
more children than they could feed and 
I wondered why these people were so 
poor.

“I came to the conclusion that the 
reason was the greed and selfishness in 
the world. I could spend my entire life 
continuing to do small things and in 
the end there would still be a stream of 
children who I would be too old to care 
for. I decided that the most effective 
thing I could do was to engage with 
the world at the level of prayer. Right 
after India I asked if I could join the 
convent.”

Describing her vocation, Sister Judith 
draws a comparison to a friend who 
lives in a two bedroom cottage with a 
loft conversion that is used as a prayer 
space, an area given over to God. “A 
nun’s life is like that room, it is given 
over for God. We express our Christian 
commitment with our lives,” she says. 

Life at the convent centres around 
the Chapel, with prayers starting at 6am, 

and continues in a structured format 
with work and meals slotted in between. 
Apart from the work of prayer the 
practical work revolves around keeping 
the 30-strong community running, 
looking after guests visiting for retreats 
and running the press, which includes 
a shop filled with pamphlets and cards 
produced by the sisters as well as other 
religious books. 

Sister Judith, who still gets to play 
her violin regularly in a string quartet, 
has had various responsibilities in the 
convent, including five-and-a-half years 
caring for elderly nuns. 

So what would she say to anyone 
thinking they may be called to a 
religious community? “Don’t discount 
anything. My first reaction was that I 
wanted to have children and this has 
come back again and again in different 
ways. 

“I would advise anyone to follow their 
heart. Try all different ways to give 
yourself to God and one of them will 
eventually show you what it is you are 
called to.

“We need to be attentive, particularly 
for women, to discerning the 
differentiation between ordination and 
religious life. When I said I felt called by 
God no one asked me if I was likely to 
be called to being a priest. That wasn’t 
possible for women at that time.” 

AS the Vocations Team 
get ready for a special day 
for anyone thinking about 
exploring a calling, the Door 
tells the story of three different 
people and their journies 
towards ministry. 

FOR Robert Glenny, 22, an inner 
sense of a calling to ordained 
ministry started when he was about 

15. “I was sure even at that age. I couldn’t 
tell where the idea was coming from but it 
was something that wouldn’t stop nagging 
at me. I was at boarding school at the 
time and I had very helpful chaplains who 
got on with the business of telling me that 
it was a good idea and to pursue it. I went 
to Taizé and to Greenbelt and thought 
about it in those contexts. 

“At 18 I thought it wasn’t a particularly 
practical thing to explore. I decided to 
do a theology degree and put myself in 
that environment.” In the final year of 

his degree at St Andrew’s University in 
Scotland, Robert, whose home church 
is Dorchester Abbey, began to see 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands the 
Revd Jules Cave Bergquist to go through 
the selection process for ordination.

Robert is just embarking on a two-
year ministry training course at Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, which he says 
differs from life anywhere else on earth. 

“I can’t think of anywhere else where 
50 people gather to say evening and 
morning prayers and live together 
in community like this. It’s a really 
important experience for anyone who is 
doing this training.”

What would Robert say to young 
people considering ordination? “Think 
about it hard, pray about it hard and 
talk to someone you trust. It’s a bit like 
Samuel who was called at a very young 
age, way before adulthood. Don’t be put 
of by someone telling you to go back to 
sleep. Listen to the voice or whatever is 
drawing you towards ministry.”  

‘...the most effective thing I 
could do was engage with the 
world at the level of prayer.’

ONLINE

@The public are welcome to join 
the sisters for worship at 9am, 
12.15pm, 5.30pm and 8pm. For 
more information call the convent on 
01865 72130 or see: 
www.slg.org

DEBBIE Orriss had felt 
a calling to full time 
Christian ministry but was 

not convinced the priesthood was 
for her. So when she visited her 
diocesan director of ordinands, 
she was sent on a CPAS You and 
the Ministry weekend, where she 
felt God prompt her to apply for 
the Church Army.

The Church Army is a mission 
community that focuses on 
reaching the seven out of 10 
people who have little or no 
meaningful contact with the 
Church, by sharing the Christian 
faith through words and actions. 

“It was a reading from Acts 6 where the church leaders are criticised for not 
looking after those on the edges of society. It was decided that they would set 
aside seven men to look after those people so that the leaders could focus on 
preaching the word.”

Debbie says she visualised herself with Stephen, who was appointed to lead 
the group, helping the widows and those not in the church. She felt the 
Church Army was where she should be, applied for training, was accepted 
and was commissioned in 1997. Her first role was working with children and 
young people before she worked at the Church Army College in Sheffield, 
training evangelists for six and a half years. She is now based at All Saints, High 
Wycombe, 

Part of her role is to encourage the church to be more outward looking 
and enabling the congregation to be more confident in sharing their faith. 
Recently she has been running a Lost for Words course in All Saints and is 
heavily involved in developing a ministry of welcome, to help volunteers who 
staff the church and welcome visitors 
throughout the week. Debbie has also 
developed a quiet space within the 
Wycombe Homeless Connection and 
has a role as a Vocations Adviser for 
the Wycombe Deanery.   

‘Listen to the voice, or 
whatever it is drawing you 
towards ministry.’

@ONLINE

For more on the Church Army see: 
www.churcharmy.org.uk 

EXPLORE vocations and ministry within 
the Church of Engalnd at Dorchester 
Abbey on Saturday 3 November. Sister 
Judith and Debbie Orriss will be among the 
speakers and Vocations Advisors will be on 
hand to answer questions.
   The free event runs 10am to 4.30pm. 
Please bring a packed lunch. To attend 
email Sue Foley on sue.foley@oxford.
anglican.org or call 01865 208291. 

   The Diocese would particularly like to 
hear from people aged 16 plus who are 
interested in joining a small, supportive 
group of young people exploring a vocation 
to ordained ministry. If you are unable to 
attend the day, but would like to explore 
your sense of calling email the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands, the Revd Jules Cave 
Bergquist on jules.cave.bergquist@oxford.
anglican.org.   

Come along and find out more...
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Advertisement Feature

Calling all leaders – 
conferences to stimulate the passion of leadership 
Leaders – are you looking to reignite your faith and 
passion for God? Be inspired to lead others to deeper 
spiritual growth and develop a hunger for quality 
relationships in the church. 
A dialogue on Christian ethics between two leading 
theologians within the setting of a Christian Community.

Calling all lea
confer nces t mul
eaders – are you look

passion for God? Be i
spiritual rowth and 
relatio hips in th
A dialogue on

Also coming up at Lee Abbey:
Transforming Lives: An Education Retreat 
DAVID ROWE & HOWARD WORSLEY  2-4 November
Advent Retreat: Fall face forwards            
BECKY WIDDOWS 26-30 November

For booking and further details contact
www.leeabbey.org.uk   01598 752621

Lynton, North Devon  EX35 6JJ

Human Dignity and faithful discipleship 
– is there a common Christian vision?  

KEITH WARD & ANDREW GODDARD   19-23 November

BOOKNOW!

Local friendly independent Christian resource 
centre offering a wide range of Christian supplies 

as well as a range of general stationery

Town centre location with easy parking
Why not visit us and see our range of:

• Charity Christmas Cards
•  Advent Calendars and Candles
• Nativity Sets
• Nativity Stories for Children
•• Christmas Gifts
• Church Supplies and Diaries
Customer orders taken
Serving the community for 21 years

268 High Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1AQ,
or come in the back way from Waitrose car park

Winner of the Berkhamsted 
Business Award for 2011

Email: Bookshop@wayinn.com

St Mary’s Kintbury, Walbury Beacon Benefi ce, 
in the Diocese of Oxford

w-woodhay-and-kintbury-benefi ces.org.uk

An exciting opportunity
Organist and choir director

To a growing and enthusiastic (SATB and junior) RSCM affi liated 
choir and supportive worshipping community

Required from January 1st 2013
For further details and application form 

(closing date 16th November 2012) 
Revd. Rachel Lewis, Enborne Rectory, RG20 0HD

Phone 01653 569083 or 07912 646040
Email rev.lewis@btinternet.com

The Door & more
The Door is just one of seven* Anglican newspapers published by Cornerstone Vision.

There are 34,000 copies of the Door printed monthly (except August).
The respected papers are eagerly awaited at churches throughout the Diocese.

With churches as far and wide as Dorset and Essex, Portsmouth and Oxford, they reach tens of thousands of 
readers every month with a combined print run of over 170,000.

Regularly carrying advertising for Christian organisations, charities, local shops, holiday providers and much 
more they could provide a great vehicle for your goods or services.

Advertise in just one paper or across the group, we’ve got a deal that would work for you.
Contact the Cornerstone team on 01752 225623 to see how we can help.

* we also sell for the Southwark Bridge
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in November 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 2 November 2012.

FRIDAY 2 NOVEMBER 
 
OXFORD:  Unicorn Group ecumenical 
discussion open to all at 1 Canterbury 
Road, North Oxford from 12.30pm (bring 
own lunch). Talk 1pm - 2pm by Prof 
John Cottingham - ‘Is religious belief 
philosophically respectable?’. Email 
ellislynda@sky.com 
 
SATURDAY 3 NOVEMBER 
 
CHINNOR: Cisaro Trio concert at 
St Andrew’s Church at 4pm. Email 
bobsluka@hotmail.com for details. 
 
SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 
 
ABINGDON: St Helen’s, Abingdon ‘Out 
of Africa’ series. Zimbabwe up-date by 
Canon Ruddock at 9.15am, preceded 
by breakfast. Email susan.scott21@
btinternet.com 
 
WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 
 
DEDDINGTON:  Christmas preview and 
fairtrade bargain day in the parish church 
(OX15 0SA) from 11.15am to 7.30pm. 
Free admission. Details 01869 337761. 
 
TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER
OXFORD: The Council for Christians 
and Jews Autumn lecture - ‘Mission: 
why it still divides Jews and Christians 
or does it? at 7.30pm at St Michael’s, 
Northgate. Email cjrelations@ccj.org.uk 
 

FRIDAY 16 NOVEMBER  
 
OXFORD: The Unicorn Group 
ecumenical discussion open to all at 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford from 
12.30pm (bring own lunch). Talk from 
1pm to 2pm by Ruby Radwan, Muslim 
mother of five who runs an organic 
farm and is an alternative medicine 
practioner. Email ellislynda@sky.com 
 
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER 
 
OXFORD:  A reflective day exploring the 
work of George Herbert, poet and priest, 
at Corpus Christi College from 10am - 
4pm. Cost £35. Details at www.ocsg.
uk.net or email info@ocsg.uk.net 
 

COOKHAM DEAN: Organ concert at 
St John the Baptist Church SL6 9PD 
at 7.30pm. Phone 01628 529861 for 
details.

ABINGDON: Mini-mart table top sale 
at St Michael & All Angels Church 
from 10am - 2pm. Details from 01235 
522591. 
 
UPPER BASILDON: St Stephen’s 
Church RG8 8LS is hosting a Study 
Afternoon sponsored by The Open 
Bible Trust from 2.30pm to 6.30pm. 
The subject is ‘The Exalted Christ’. Free 
admission. Email admin@obt.org.uk or 
phone 01491 671357 for details. 
 
SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 
 
ABINGDON: St Helen’s ‘Sunday 
Serenade’ series Romantic Piano 
Masterworks by Osman Tack at 4pm, 
followed by tea and cakes and Choral 
Evensong at 5.30pm. 
 
CLANFIELD: An afternoon with 
Colin Dexter at St Stephen’s Church 
OX18 2PA at 2.30pm. Tickets £10 
from 01367 810557 or email ian.
kenworthy@btinternet.com. In aid of 
bell restoration appeal. 
 
THURSDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
 
OXFORD: Drop-in quiet day at the Old 
Parsonage, Freeland from 10am - 4pm. 
No need to book (bring your own food). 
 
MAIDENHEAD & WINDSOR: The 
Deanery Synod of Maidenhead and 
Windsor have organised an open 
meeting led by The Rt Revd Andrew 
Proud on ‘World Mission in Action’. To be 
held from 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, 
High Street, Maidenhead. Details 01189 
343 245. 
 
OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting at Christ Church 
Cathedral.  John Paton, Precentor and 
musician, will celebrate St Cecilia’s Day 
‘Three truths about church music’ at 
10.30am.  Meet in the Priory Room at 
10.15am for coffee. Lunch at 12 noon in 
the Hall (you need to book in advance). 
Details 01635 281704. 
 
 

FRIDAY 23 NOVEMBER 
 
OXFORD: Rob Gillion’s one man 
performance ‘Christmas - the Visit’ is on 
at Wesley Memorial Methodist Church 
OX1 2DH today and tomorrow at 
7.30pm. Tickets £15.  Email enquiries@
brf.org.uk or phone 01865 319700. 
 
SUMMERTOWN: Talk by Prof John 
Wyatt ‘Faster, stronger, better - using 
technology to make better human beings. 
What kind of world are we building?’ 
at St Michael & All Angels Church at 
7.30pm. Details 01865 556079. 
 
SATURDAY 24 NOVEMBER 
 
ABINGDON: St Helen’s Christmas 
market from 10am - 12 noon.  
 
WESTON TURVILLE: A concert by 
pupils from the world-famous Purcell 
School at St Mary the Virgin Church 
HP22 5SH at 7.30pm. Details from 
01296 424982 or 01296 612303. 
 
SUNDAY 25 NOVEMBER

ABINGDON:  A healing service at St 
Helen’s at 5.30pm. A quiet contemplative 
service. All welcome. Email susan.
scott21@btinternet.com 
 
WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER 
 
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley.  Healing service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at Holy Communion 
at 10.15am.  Details 01491 571231. 
 
AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 
Millennium lecture at St Michael & All 
Angels at 8pm - ‘Ten things they never 
told me about Jesus’ by Revd John 
Bell. Tickets £10 and £7 available from 
01494 726680 or on the door. 
 
FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER 
 
OXFORD: Christian Aid Advent Hope 
service at Christ Church Cathedral at 
8pm. Key speaker: Krish Kandiah of the 
Evangelical Alliance and guest readers 
include broadcaster Wesley Smith and 
Nicola Blackwood MP.  Free admission 
but by ticket only. Tickets from 01865 
246818 or email oxford@christian-aid.org

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT: Time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Courses and special events

BENEDICTINE WISDOM - Timeless guidance for 
today’s world: A series of lunchtime talks will be held 
at St Giles’ Church, Oxford at 12.30pm on Thursdays 
(last one is 29 November). Details at www.ocsg.uk.net or 
email info@ocsg.uk.net 
 
The I.D. WEEKEND: Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 
November at St Cassian’s Centre, Kintbury. If you 
are part of a church in Berkshire and in school years 
10, 11, 12 or 13 then the Bishop of Reading (Bishop 
Andrew) and the Diocesan Youth Worker (Ian) would 
love to invite you to a great weekend of community, 
fun and exploring faith and discipleship.  It will be a 
chance to wrestle with questions and challenges of faith.  
We will also look at how you would ‘do’ confirmation 

preparation so the churches can learn from your 
experience and ideas. Cost £20.  Book your place by 
emailing ian.macdonald@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208253 or @youthblogoxford or facebook.com/
youthblog. 
 
A CMD (Continuing Ministerial Development) DAY 
- Tuesday 6 November: Christian Communication, 
Principles and Practice with Canon Angela Tilby, 
who was a media professional for 22 years in radio 
and television and who still broadcasts on the BBC’s 
‘Thought for the Day’. Email jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.
org for a booking form and for more information or phone 
01865 208257.

Information Event
Wednesday 7th November 2012
Wednesday 5th December 2012
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 Arts
A simple source of advice
This is a remarkable and readable 

book primarily because it is so 
concise. It doesn’t give answers, 

but it certainly poses all the right questions 
in considering the complex relationship 
between an ordained clergy wife and 
husband and the parish they are in. The 
format is clear and down to earth with 
bullet points and clearly enunciated 
questions about the dilemmas to expect. 
(Problems have solutions, while dilemmas 
have to be lived with because there are no 
clear-cut once and for all answers.) 

For instance, as the clergy house belongs 
to the church how is church space/family 
space handled if the family wish to play 
loud music during a Church meeting? How 
about timing when you hang the knickers 
out to dry in the garden or having to keep 
the living room perpetually vacuumed? 
How are private and parish calls to be 
handled (separate phones or separate 
rings?) What about the expectations and 
boundaries between the husband and 
clergy wife in terms of attending church 
or passing on messages, some of which 
might be very personal? There are some 
very positive suggestions about helping the 

spouse keep important boundaries about 
days off, time for retreats and private family 
time together.

This is also not just a book to be read by 
the spouse, it poses questions for the parish 
and the Church hierarchy to consider from 
their perspective as well in order to give 
support and to avoid unnecessary conflict.  

This is a book which I think should be 
required reading in theological colleges as 
well as by parishes in exploring what they 
will be expecting of the clergy they appoint.

There are also spiritual issues discussed in 
terms of loss of faith or what happens when 
a sense of vocation changes, a spouse loses 
their job or what would happen if there was 
a serious illness or unexpected death.

Its simplicity, humanity, and warm 
humour will make it a classic source of 
advice  for avoiding unnecessary conflict 
through forethought. I would recommend 
it highly for a wide readership. 

Canon Beau Stevenson is an Honoraary 
Canon of Christ Church and a Pastoral Care 
Adviser. Matthew Caminer is a management 

consultant who is married to the Revd Miriam 
Caminer, a curate in training in Old Windsor. 

A Clergy Husband’s 
Survival Guide by 
Matthew Caminer. 
SPCK £8.99

by Beau Stevenson

‘What about the expectations 
and boundaries between the 
husband and clergy wife...’ THROUGH the inspiring film, Chariots of Fire, the world knows 

something of the athlete who ran for gold at 
the Paris Olympics in 1924. Pure Gold does full 
justice to his sporting career but also tells the 
larger story of Eric Liddell: his upbringing in 
China as the son of missionary parents, his deep 
love for his devoted wife Florence, his zealous 
and outspoken faith and his tragic death at a 
Japanese internment camp just months before 
the end of the Second World War. It was first 
published in the US and has not previously had a 
UK edition. To win a copy of the book, published 
by Lion Hudson, simply send your name and 
address to Pure Gold Competition, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, OX2 0NB, to reach us no later than 
Friday 9 November.  

Win Eric Liddell’s biography

THE Revd Rob Gillion (right) 
plays the part of the highly 
organised and efficient vicar of  St 
Thomas the Doubter in a one-man 
humorous show The Visit. 
    Then, one day an unexpected 
visit from the Boss’s Son turns his 
world upside down. His anxiety 
escalates as Christmas approaches. 
The show has been organised 
by the Bible Reading Fellowship 
and takes place at the Wesley 
Memorial Methodist Church, New 
Inn Hall Street, Oxford on Friday 
and Saturday 23 and 24 November 
at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £15 from 
www.brfonline.org.uk/thevisit or 
01865 319700. 

Coming soon: The Visit

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

"Sunny Southeast Ireland"
Quality family run Bed & Breakfast accommodation. 

Good beaches and lots of local activities. 
10 mins drive from Rosslare ferryport. 

Peaceful location. Super breakfast.

Contact: Tel: 00 353 539146644 Mobile: 00 353 877 403031
Email: marygrant60@gmail.com

Travel Insurance

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

IMPORTANT NOTICE
HURRY - Price increases are due in January 2013 

Buy your insurance before 30th November 2012 and get last 
years price and you could save up to £50.

Please note age restrictions apply to annual cover only

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. Specialist 
cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

Re
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ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE

Reading • BERKSHIRE

Open DAY
Preparatory School

Tuesday 20 November 2012, 9.15 am - 12.15 pm

St Joseph’s College
Tuesday 20 November 2012, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
To reserve a place at an Open Day, please call the Registrar on 0118 966 1000  

or email admissions@sjcr.co.uk. We look forward to seeing you.

www.sjcr.co.uk

TheDoorOpenDayAd63x100Oct2012v1.indd   1 05/10/2012   12:34 pm

Insurance

EducationYouth CentreHolidays at Home

Holidays Abroad

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

To Advertise in 
The Door 
Please Call

01752
225623

A lifelong activity
Deciding on a school for your children is a 
tremendously important choice. In many cases a 
child’s primary and secondary education can have 
repercussions throughout life. With growing concerns 
surrounding much of education in Britain today, 
it should come as little surprise that Christian and 
independent schools maintain their popularity with 
parents, providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in 
all that they do.  
With September being the start of the new academic 
year many schools will be opening their doors for 
parents to look around, to check out fees, facilities and 
possibly discuss boarding options.

Advertising Feature
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Letters & comment

Audio version

the Revd Graham Sykes

Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
contacting the 

Oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Roy Perring Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
Editorial Support Group Chair: grahamtgsykes@me.com
Deadline for December 2012:  Friday 2 November
Published Monday 19 November
The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance (Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). 
The registered office is Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. Tel: 01865 
208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in  The 
Door does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

From the new Editorial 
Group Chairman

Comings and Goings: 
The Revd Eddie Orme has retired from his 
post as Associate Priest at Reading St Agnes 
with St Paul & St Barnabas; The Revd Michael 
Oke has retired from his post as Assistant 
Curate at Tilehurst St Mary Magdalen & Tilehurst 
St George; The Revd Paul Hunt will retire 
from his post as Team Rector of Cherwell Valley 
Benefice; The Revd Andrew Parry will take up 
post as Assistant Curate at Stoke Poges; The 
Revd Ben Williams has taken up additional 
role as Chaplain of Wadham College, Oxford; 
The Revd Anthony Smith has left his post as 
Associate Priest in the Walton Team Ministry; 
The Revd Godfrey Hilliard has retired as 

Chaplain at Bradfield College; The Revd Tim 
Eady will be leaving his post as Vicar in the 
Benefice of Iver; The Revd Dr Elizabeth 
Pitkethly will take up post as Associate Clergy 
at St Andrew’s, Oxford; The Revd Canon Nick 
Parish has resigned as Area Dean of Bracknell 
Deanery; The Revd Canon Richard Hancock 
has resigned as Area Dean of the Vale of White 
Horse Deanery; The Revd Pat Freeth has 
resigned as Area Dean of Deddington Deanery. 
The following have been given permission to 
officiate: The Revd Canon Trevor Maines; 
The Revd Richard Martin; The Revd Anne 
Holmes; The Revd Dr Andy Hartropp; The 
Revd Jennifer Sistig.   

‘God is liGht and in him there is no 
darkness at all.’  1 john 1: 5

Although it is the month of my 
birth, I find it hard to approach 
November with enthusiasm. It’s the 

relentless advance of darkness that’s the 
trouble. It’s dark when I wake up and it’s 
dark by tea-time. ‘No light, no flowers, no 
sun, no-vember.’

Human beings thrive in the sun - all that 
vitamin D! But in the darkness we feel cut 
off, cold and a bit lost. I remember a visit 
to Helsinki in November many years ago. 
As the hours of daylight shrank, darkness 
became the norm and light a brief daily 
visitor. The harbour froze over, the street-
lights seemed to be on all day. They’re a 
hard people, the Finns and mentally tough. 
Frankly, they need to be. 

Such autumnal thoughts bring to mind 
the constant theme of light and darkness in 
the Scriptures. From the opening verses of 
Genesis to the closing chapter of Revelation 
light and darkness are there. ‘God is light’ - 
and we are called to ‘walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light’ (1 John 1:7). But he 
made the darkness also. ‘Even the darkness 
is not dark to you; the night is as bright 
as the day, for darkness is as light to you’ 
(Psalm 139:12).  

The middle east is not the British Isles, 

nor is it Finland. In Israel the hours of 
darkness and light hardly vary. The day 
and the night are more or less equal and 
unchanging. The day - as Jesus pointed out 
- is the time for work. The night is for rest 
and sleep. Our changing seasons in Britain 
make us more aware of the difference. 
The ‘nights are drawing in’, we say. And 
the darkness is accompanied by falling 
temperatures and eventually frost and snow. 
All of this, of course, is simply the way 
the world is - our world, which most of us 
wouldn’t want to change. 

For the people of Bible times the biggest 
menace was the heat of the sun - yes, the 
same heat we pay money to chase in foreign 
climes. Their dislike of darkness was more a 
matter of fear - thieves prowled in the night 
hours. For us, with electric light turning 
night into day, our perceived loss is of 
outdoor freedom. No amount of juggling 
with ‘daylight saving’ and ‘British summer 
time’ can give us one extra minute of the 
sun’s light. 

All the more reason, then, I tell myself 
at this time of the year, to remember God 
is as present in the hours of darkness as in 
the daylight hours. If darkness and light are 
the same thing to the Creator, then there is 
nothing sad or depressing about the onset 
of the evening. I shall keep reciting to 
myself, as I walk the dog home through the 
gathering gloom of tea-time, the words of 
the Psalmist: ‘It is you who light my lamp; 
the Lord, my God, lights up my darkness’ 
(18:28).

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and the author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk. 
The quotations from Ignatius are from his book After the 
Gospels. 

Thought for 
the Month

By David Winter

On returning to the Diocese of 
my teenage years I was both 
honoured and surprised when 

God answered my prayer that I might 
find something fun and useful to do in 
serving His kingdom here. Bishop John 
has asked me to Chair the Editorial 
Support Group of the Door. Having 
established a newspaper and chaired the 
Editorial Board in another Diocese I am 
equipped for such a role. 
Why have a newspaper?

Bishop John sees the Door as an 
‘instrument of unity’. As a Diocese our 
calling, under God, is to work together, 
through the Holy Spirit, to proclaim 
the Good News of God’s love shown 
to us in Jesus. We serve across three 
counties with a combined population of 
2,250,000. Our business is opening the 
door of the Kingdom of God to others.  
Our very large organisation is resourced 
by  815 churches, 292 benefices, 600 
clergy, 290 Licensed Lay Ministers,  84 
Diocesan Staff and 55,000 electoral 
role members. The Door is a medium 
by which we can share ideas, celebrate 
the good that is happening, conduct 
gracious debate, and be informed in our 
praying for each other.
Opening the Door

In coming months the Door is going 
to continue to help us focus on the 
Living Faith themes which undergird 
our united mission. Sometimes we 
don’t realise just how much we are 
contributing to these creative themes. 
We intend to develop the prayer diary so 
that we can better pray for one another.  
Watch this space and let us know if it 
works for you.
Get involved

You could: 
• Tell your story of the Good News 

in action in your area. 
• Tell us about your creative take on 

the Living Faith themes - how are 
you making disciples, sustaining 
the sacred centre, creating vibrant 
Christian communities and 
shaping confident collaborative 
leadership?

• Write a letter about a burning 
issue or something you have read 
in the Door which has encouraged 
you, challenged you or disturbed 
you.

• Use the new prayer diary which we 
aim to produce for the next issue.

• Send us loads of photos of people 
and events because pictures 
tell stories which would take a 
thousand words.

The Revd Graham Sykes is the former 
chairman of the Editorial Board for the 

NEWSpaper in the Hereford Diocese. 

LETTERS

Campaigning for an end to tax dodging are Paul Valentine, International Director of Christian Aid; Niall 
Cooper, Church Action on Poverty; Savior Mwamba, Centre for Trade Policy & Development, Zambia - 
Christian Aid partner; Clare Fussell, Christian Aid Campaigns; Andrew Smith, MP; and the Revd Richard Frith, 
from St. Mary Magdalen, Oxford. www.christianaid.org/tax-bus Photo: Martin Bruce. 

The winners of the competition 
featured in the October issue 
are: Mrs Treadwell from Cowley; 
Alison Bayley from Amersham 
and Thomas Mathew from 
Launton. They have all won a 
copy of Family fun for Christmas 
by Jane Butcher.

Competition winners

   
Amendment from October’s issue: 
The Revd Caroline King has 
taken up post as Team Vicar in the 
Dorchester Team not Warborough. 
  
We recall with sadness the deaths 
of The Revd David Brewster; 
The Revd Aubrey Newell and 
The Revd Denis Ryle.

The scary Godbaby 
Godbaby- he cries, he wees, 
he saves the world. When I first 
saw this I wondered whether it 
was an advert for a doll that you 
could buy from a store. I thought 
it might be  one similar to the 
‘Tiny Tears’ baby that sheds 
tears, except this 2012 doll not 
only cries but manages to wee 
while saving the world too. 
   If it was a toy on sale the 
thought of owning a ‘Godbaby’ 
seems a little strange,  selling 
such an artificial impression 
of what is for many a living 
breathing faith. After some 
internal dialogue and then 
reading the caption underneath, 
I realised it was a marketing 
campaign for Jesus. One that 
made me laugh out loud. It 
definitely ticked the box on 
grabbing my attention but does it 
achieve its intention? I can only 
presume that this is to bring to 
light the humanity of Christ at 
Christmas. 
   Does it do this and break the 
media driven commercialism of 
Christmas? For me it reinforces 
this commercialism along with 
the impression of Jesus being 
just a story (and in the case of 
this doll a rather scary one). That 
however, was my reaction and 
it would be interesting to know 
how others react to the advert 
- particularly those without a 
Christian faith.
Melanie Hawgood, Woodstock, 

Oxfordshire. 
The Christmas Godbaby poster 
was featured in the October 
edition of the Door and can be 
found at www.churchads.net. 
What do you think of it? Send 
your views to jo.duckles@oxford.
anglican.org.
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God in the life of... 

Charles and his wife Tricia, 
a retired teacher, live in 
their family home with 
picturesque grounds in 
Brimpton, near Newbury 

and are very much working as a team 
during the High Sheriff year. 

   Oxford University graduate Charles 
is a director of four family-run local 
newspaper companies, and is chairman 
of a family-run brewery. He is also a 
director of Greenham Common Trust. 

They both attend Brimpton church 
whose vicar, Becky Bevan, is Charles’ 
chaplain during his year as High Sheriff.

As High Sheriff, Charles is appointed 
by and accountable to the Queen for 
matters linked to law and order in 
Berkshire.  “I thought it would be fun 
to use my year to look into something I 
know nothing about and to see if I could 
help. I’m not conceited enough to think 
that in a few months I can see solutions 
that people working their entire lives 
can’t see, but I hope to learn from 
people and help them network. 

“When I’ve talked to magistrates they 
say they don’t want to send people to 
prison unless there is no alternative 
and I’ve been thinking about what 
the alternatives are. But it seems that 

community sentences are often seen by 
victims and the general public as a soft 
option,” says Charles.

So far he has visited the police, the 
probation service and four prisons, as 
well as a host of charities that work with 
ex-offenders and organisations that aim 
to stop young people developing into 
criminals. 

One organisation identifies ‘turn 
around’ families, getting help to 
children at an early stage. Charles says: 
“It’s looking at the beginning of the 
problem and identifying it in school, 
or even pre-school. I’ve sat in the 
County Court and seen the problems 
surrounding young children and the 
fostering decisions that have to be made. 

If we get it right at this early stage, we 
hope we’ll see the knock-on benefits in 
15 years.”

He’s been to Ufton Adventure, a 
charity providing outdoor activities for 
disadvantaged young people and Body 
Rocks, a dance and physical exercise 
scheme that sees youngsters get a 
qualification and go on to mentor others 
from similar backgrounds. Readipop is 
another organisation that helps young 
people including prisoners through 
making music. The list of charities and 
other organisations that Charles has 
seen is endless, but they 
include those that help 
prisoners get their benefits, 
somewhere to live and even 
employment to stop them 

re-offending when they are released. 
Tricia said: “People look at these 

programmes and think they should 
be rolled out across the country, but 
the reality is that they work best at an 
individual, personal, human level. We 
need inspirational people to do their 
own thing and that often works best at a 
personal level, not an institutional one.”

When we met, Charles was preparing 
for a special church service for the 
opening of Reading Crown Court, where 
the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, Bishop of 
Reading, was set to preach. Charles 
will read the Parable of the Lost Sheep 
and the Parable of the Lost Coin, with 
Bishop Andrew preaching on the issue 
of rehabilitation.

What about negative perceptions of 
helping offenders? Charles says: “There 
are some hardened criminals who have 
to be locked up to protect the public, 
but there are many who are not like that 
at all. All of us have made decisions we 
are not proud of but we are not all bad 
people. If we can enable ex-offenders to 
make good decisions, we can help them 
focus on what can help them. 

 “Tricia and I are using our year to 
learn about it all, and we are learning 
so much. There are no easy answers but 
we mustn’t give up. Each life that can 
be turned around is valuable and if we 
can find a way of making it statistically 
significant that is fantastic. But we must 
not give up just because the numbers of 
people being helped are not statistically 
significant.” 
Tricia and Charles worship in the 
Aldermaston and Woolhampton Benefice. 
They have two sons, David and Edward, 
aged 32 and 30. 

Two thirds of prisoners re-
offend within 12 months 
of release. That statistic 
inspired business executive 
Charles Brims to swap the 
boardroom for the criminal 
justice system during his year 
as High Sheriff of Berkshire.  
He tells Jo Duckles what he’s 
doing and how it relates to 
the Church. 

Setting the captives free

‘Each life that we can help 
turn around is valuable.’

‘There are no easy answers 
but we mustn’t give up.’

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1112

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK

EWTN
CATHOLIC TV

IS NOW ON SKY – EPG 589

Radio is on EPG 0147

For information & free monthly
programme call

0208 350 2542

Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk
£175 total cost for equipment and installation

With no monthly costs
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In times of need
The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as well as 
stressful time. There can be a lot to arrange in a very 
short time whether or not its a church service or one at 
the crematorium. Funeral Directors have the experience, 
very often through several generations of the same 
family, to provide a fitting tribute to your lost one. There 
are many pieces of paperwork that need filling in and 
visits to registrars etc. They will make contact on your 
behalf with the Vicar you wish to oversee the service 
whether it is in your local church or a crematorium. 


